Roundtable Proceedings: Mainstreaming Gender into the Transport Sector
TRB Women’s Issues in Transportation Committee

July 11, 2005 Boston, MA

Participants:

Julie Babinard, World Bank, USA

Eric Britton, EcoPlan, France

Kate Czuczman, IFRTD, UK

Aimee Gauthier, ITDP, USA
Maha Khan, Consultant, USA
Mika Kuneida, IC Net Limited, Japan

Marinke van Riet, IFRTD, UK

Sandi Rosenbloom, Professor, USA
Sumeeta Srinivasan, Harvard University, USA
Jeff Turner, Consultant, UK

Wendy Walker, World Bank, USA

Marsha, Street Smart, USA
Committee Members:

Miranda Carter, Department for Transport (DfT), UK
Gloria Jeff, Chair Women’s Committee, USA
Susan Herbel, Cambridge Systematics, USA

Heather Rothenberg, University of Mass., USA
The purpose of the TRB Women’s Issues in Transportation Committee (ABE70) is to identify emerging women's issues in the use of transportation; define research needs related to these issues; and stimulate, gather, and disseminate relevant research findings. 

The purpose of the roundtable was to understand gender issues in the transport sector within developing nations; discuss measures to ensure gender considerations into transport projects; achieve better knowledge of the issues surrounding the Committee’s call for papers on transport and gender relating to the Millennium Development Goals.

The objectives of the roundtable were to 

· Discuss the importance of access and mobility and the links to the Millennium Development Goals.

· Discuss recent findings of different groups (e.g., the World Bank’s GRTI and TSR thematic groups) and exchange information amongst different parties. 

· Investigate the potential for collaboration with different sectors, in particular transport and health on which there seem to be a number of parallel initiatives.

· To begin to build relationships and working partnerships within the transport community in the context of gender and transport.

· Evaluate the current state of research on women's transportation issues. 

Discussion:

Participants discussed where we are in terms of research: There is worldwide evidence from literature that women and men have different travel needs and we see repeated patterns, not only in terms of modes but types of journeys taken. Differences exist in access to resources. Question: We need to move beyond micro behavioral level and onto understanding how policies are made and the institutional environments around policy making.  

Participants asked to hear the outcome and summary of the e-discussion held through May 23 to June 20 (Maha read out the summaries). The Gatnet list-serv, where the discussion was held, consists of 80+ people and the participants ranged from consultants, researchers in the field, and policy officials (Ministry of Works, Housing and Communications, Uganda). 
The summaries of each of the topics are attached to this summary of the roundtable. The outcomes are discussed below as well as the discussion resulting from the summary. 
Topic 1: Role of Gender and Transport in the Millennium Development Goals (Moderator: Jeff Turner)
MDGs: They are a set of measurable goals and targets. (Highlighted particularly pertain to women discussed at roundtable)

•
Halve extreme poverty and hunger
•
Achieve universal primary education
•
Empower women and promote equality between women and men
•
Reduce under-five mortality by two-thirds

•
Reduce maternal mortality by three-quarters

•
Reverse the spread of diseases, especially HIV/AIDS and malaria
•
Ensure environmental sustainability

•
Create a global partnership for development, with targets for aid, trade and debt relief

Why role of transport? One reason was there appeared to be a changing policy context. Its recognized physical access and mobility are embedded within all the MDGs.  However, it was highlighted that in some cases transport services are also needed as without a means of mobility, infrastructure alone is no solution. A possible solution for improving access to services can be also achieved by either decentralizing services closer to people or in the longer-term facilitating people's migration to service centers.

The other reason for why we were discussing the role of gender and transport in the MDGs was its clear impact. The impact of access and mobility can be seen on various elements of the MDGs:

1)  In terms of primary education, a study found that the enrollment rate of girl students declines as the villages are situated away from a highway. 
2) In terms of maternal mortality MDG, Professor Margaret Grieco, who developed a toolkit for the World Bank (available at: http://www.people.cornell.edu/pages/mg294/maternalmortality.html), argued that targeted transport arrangements could mean an overnight success in reducing maternal mortality rates, and some communities in Africa have already demonstrated this. 

3) Various participants highlighted findings from their research that the relationship between transport and the MDGs is not just about access to services, it is also about empowerment, social capital, time poverty and personal security, amongst others. 

4) In terms of the gender equality MDG, transport is a significant employer and should be doing more to promote gender equality in employment and enterprise opportunity. 

5) Mika Kunieda (IC Net) at the roundtable discussed the impact of HIV/AIDS on transport, and how the transport sector is playing a role in preventing the spread and mitigating the impact of HIV/AIDS (the IFRTD Forum Newsletter was pointed out as having an article on this subject).
In terms of solutions and future directions offered, the first was accessibility planning. There was also the need for 'toolkits' to be developed for various MDGs. It was suggested that web sites developed as resources on gender, transport and the MDGs should also carry possible research areas and gaps in knowledge.

The idea of developing a website was recurrent throughout the four topics of the e-discussion. The Committee suggested approaching TRB about their TRIS website which provides a wealth of information on transportation research. This is potentially an excellent global resource for the community. Marinke (IFRTD) also added that the IFTRD website provides a lot of information (including the summaries and discussion of the virtual discussion); as does the World Bank’s Gender and Transport Page (which is being taken over by the Transport and Social Responsibility Thematic Group (TSR)). 
Participants’ main concern was to not reinvent the wheel. There is a need for widely accessible toolkits and bodies of knowledge and presently, this knowledge may not all be in a published format. But the question is how to get that information out there? The technology is certainly available to allow such research and information to be updated and have the longevity at the same time. The community does not seem to be taking advantage of this primarily because of the difficulty in where to host such information. Again, the possibility of looking into the TRIS website was brought up, as well as collaboration between the Women’s Committee, the World Bank (TSR group) and IFRTD. 

The maternal mortality and transport link was also discussed again—was the decrease in maternal mortality because of access to health care? The three delay model which is being used by practioners was discussed: 1) Delay in seeking help (women being empowered enough to make the decision to seek help) 2) Delay in reaching  most appropriate health care provider and reaching a point 3) Delay in making decision about the right medical treatment. 

Miranda Carter (UK DfT) spoke about the UK poverty agenda, and that sometimes transport and access are not factored in. It is the difference between bringing gender into policy and bringing the importance of transportation into service provision. There is a delay in access sometimes—no availability to ICTs; some people are too far and do not have the communication tools necessary to access transportation. For example, phones are not available for emergencies. 

Topic 2: How ICT plays a catalytic role in the support of integrating gender into transport projects for women in developing nations (Moderator: Eric Britton).

The importance of ICT is not the technology as such, but it’s enabling function in access to knowledge, information and communications: increasingly important elements.  It was clear that the potential for ICT as a social and economic development tool in developing countries is considerable. The evidence suggested that we have technologies and applications that offer some special opportunities to women in particular. The evidence suggested (again) the importance of creating and supporting programs aimed at facilitating international networking, experience exchange and peer support. 

Could it be possible that women have a better disposition to the use of ICTs than men? Cybercafés and telephone centers are increasing in rural centers in developing countries so what is the typical gender profile of users? Are there any gendered constraints to use? And a wider policy question to which we need to gather evidence is what types of "gendered" access needs can be optimised via ICTs interventions as compared to transport?
Example of ICT usage: 1) ICTS were shown to be critical for maternal mortality reduction. 2) Communication and transport methods are being used to combat HIV/AIDS (mobile health facilities). 3) ICTs can be used to retrieve local information and local progress. 

There is an opportunity to leapfrog stages in development and you can learn from developed countries and try to transfer technology.  Research shown on increased mobile phone usage and mobile based technology was highlighted as ICTs were beneficial to women. However there were certain cases to this:  1) They are aware of the opportunities inherent in them; 2) They have access to them; 3) They are targeted at them. Further, where mobility is limited, access to ICTs is crucial. 
Topic 4: Gender Time Poverty and Women Empowerment (Moderator: Mamoeketsi Ntho)

[Topic 3 on Policy Gaps is discussed next.]

Time poverty is a universal issue, and we need to look at the gender dimensions of access and the outcomes of time savings.  Women’s right to prioritize their time is not considered in transport planning; in practice this translates into exclusion from mainstream development. 
Solutions? We need to employ measures that save travel time and the transport burden, adoption of integrated rural accessibility planning, bring services nearer to people, and finally promotion of affordable intermediate means of transport. However in this case critical issues associated with IMTs for women include cost, access and ownership. In some communities cultural norms dictate the ownership and usage of IMTS for domestic chores.  The challenge is to revisit the role of culture in defining gender roles, and conduct research that informs practice.
Jeff Turner’s Presentation: Integrating Gender into World Bank Financed Transport Program.
This was a summary of the findings of 10 separate case studies from 9 countries across the developing world. One of the key conclusions from the case studies was the substantial gap between rhetoric and actuality.  In paper, governments and donor agencies are supportive of inclusion but gender inclusion in transport policy is not included.  Even within the best gender practice case study, that of Uganda, the research revealed a gap between the national gender framework and the inclusion of gender in the transport sector.  The gender-enabling environment found in many of the case study countries is not necessarily translated into practice. At times, gender is included for funding from donor agencies and not implemented. 
How do you incorporate gender into transport policy and ensure the gender component is not lost? There needs to be a systematic database on where (in projects) gender has been lost and why has it been lost. If this information were more readily available, it would be easier to address and tackle the issue. 

There is a need to develop robust audit tools and processes to assess the progress of gender integration into the transport sector, as well as to develop methods to review, revise and improve the performance ('retrofit') of existing transport policies. If there was a strong body of evidence in a sustainable data base that is used to present the “gender” case when required, then policy makers could easily integrate gender into transport policy.  Finally, evidence emerged that gender considerations were integrated quite successfully in labor based construction, and there was a balance between men and women working.  There needs to be further research as to why this is. Best practices (besides the cluster that are available now) need to be researched and developed. 
This presentation fed into the virtual discussion’s third topic on policy gaps and many of the recommendations Jeff made were also raised in Nite Tanzarn’s (moderator) summary (attached).
CONCLUSION:

To conclude the roundtable discussion, Julie Babinard (World Bank) addressed a question to the group of how to push this agenda forward and mainstream gender into transport policy and not to ‘reinvent the wheel’; with the current research and technology that is available. The agenda needs to be pushed at both the national and local level and Aimee Gauthier (ITDP) agreed with this and hoped the community would collaborate and move ahead with the agenda, especially with the technology that is available, and involve even more technology as the capability exists (Eric Britton strongly in favor). Julie mentioned the World Bank Transport and Social Responsibility Thematic Group is now in charge of the WB Gender and Transport website and will now update it with latest materials.
Mika Kunieda, along with others in the group, commented that the task is really of enforcement of the policies and we need to question what really drives the change. We need to have strong monitoring of the programs, as mentioned before and focus on these aspects. 
In terms of next steps, Maha volunteered the Women’s Committee to work with the World Bank’s Transport and Social Responsibility Group and the IFTRD in attempting to develop a comprehensive gender and transport website and looking into TRB’s TRIS website capability. 

The Women’s Committee also proposed to have the four moderators of the virtual discussion involved in the 2006 TRB Conference as panel speakers or perhaps expanding the panel discussion to investigate ways to mainstream gender into transport policy (translating policy to practice). Maha Khan and Miranda Carter will be responsible for this, and will get back to the group of any advancement on the TRB panel session in January 2006. 
* Please note a good way of staying in touch with gender and transport developments is join the gatnet listserv. To subscribe please send an email to join-GATNET@dgroups.org
